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Since  the  recent  completion  of  this  splendid  and  elaborate  work,  numerous  ap¬ 
plications  have  been  made  for  a  more  comprehensive  account  of  its  character, 
scope,  and  execution,  than  can  be  conveniently  embodied  in  an  ordinary  advertise¬ 
ment.  These  pages,  containing  a  summary  account  of  the  leading  idea  of  the 
Iconogi  aphic  Encyclopaedia,  and  a  few  of  the  opinions  that  have  appeared  on  its 
merits,  have  been  prepared  in  answer  to  those  applications. 

The  Iconocraphic  Encyclopaedia  (or  Encyclopedia  of  Pictures)  designates  by 
its  name  the  limits  of  its  scope.  It  embodies  all  those  branches  of  human  know¬ 
ledge  whose  acquisition  can  be  facilitated,  or  whose  principles  can  be  made  clear, 
by  pictorial  representation.  Every  parent  or  teacher  will  readily  concede  that 
knowledge  is  much  more  easily  imparted  to  and  retained  by  children  or  pupils, 
when  conveyed  through  the  medium  of  accurate  drawings,  assisted  by  such  ex¬ 
planatory  remarks  as  are  requisite  to  develope  the  principles  involved  in  the 
objects  represented,  or  their  uses,  than  without  the  help  of  pictures.  The  same 
holds  good  with  adults  who  occasionally  refer  to  books  for  information  on  subjects 
which  they  have  either  had  no  early  opportunity  of  learning,  or  of  whose  details 
they  have  no  clear  recollection.  An  accurate  pictorial  representation,  assisted  by 
a  few  explanatory  remarks,  will  more  readily  refresh  their  memory  or  afford  the 
required  information,  than  an  elaborate  theoretical  treatise,  whose  pages  yield  the 
expected  results  only  by  continued  study  and  abstract  reflection.  This  considera¬ 
tion  has  led  to  the  preparation  and  publication  of  the  Icgnographio  Encyclopaedia, 
which  on  FIVE  hundred  plates  offers  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  pictorial  information. 
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These  plates  contain  upwards  of  twelve  thousand  engravings,  many  of  which  are 
again  composed  of  a  number  of  figures,  or  hare  collateral  sketches  of  details. 
These  plates  are  engraved  by  the  most  skilful  artists  of  Germany,  and  are  une¬ 
qualled  in  beauty  by  the  illustrations  of  any  other  general  work.  Thirty-six 
artists  have  been  engaged  during  from  ten  to  twelve  years  in  their  delineation 
and  engraving,  at  an  expense  exceeding  $100,000.  They  are  in  themselves  an  or¬ 
nament  for  any  collection  of  engravings,  independent  of  the  scientific  value  which 
they  derive  from  their  connection  with  the  text. 

The  Text  of  the  Iconographic,  unlike  that  of  other  Encyclopaedias,  is  arranged 
in  systematic  order,  and  forms  a  series  of  manuals  in  which  all  the  details  of  the 
subjects  which  belong  to  the  province  of  the  work  are  fully  treated  of  in  the  order 
of  their  mutual  interdependencies,  whilst  reference  to  any  particular  one  of  them 
may  be  had  by  means  of  very  complete  alphabetical  indexes  prepared  for  each  ol 
the  treatises.  There  are  ten  great  divisions  of  the  work,  the  two  first  of  which 
occupy  the  first  and  second  volumes,  whilst  the  third  and  fourth  volumes  contain 
the  remaining  eight  divisions. 

The  following  separate  editions  of  the  treatises  constituting  the  Iconographic 
Encyclopedia,  have  been  prepared  to  meet  the  frequent  demands  for  special  divi¬ 
sions  of  the  work : 

THE  LAWS  OF  NATURE  ;  or,  Mathematics,  Astronomy,  Physics,  and  Meteorology  Illus¬ 
trated.  With  an  Atlas  of  29  steel  plates,  containing  1,200  illustrations.  2  vols.,  cloth,  $5. 

THE  SCIENCES;  or,  Chemistry,  Mineralogy,  and  Geology  Illustrated.  With  an  Atlas  of  24 
steel  plates,  containing  1,000  illustrations.  2  vols.,  cloth,  $3. 

THE  FLORAL  KINGDOM  ;  or,  Botany  Illustrated.  With  an  Atlas  of  20  steel  plates,  contain¬ 
ing  300  illustrations.  2  vols.,  cloth,  953. 

THE  ANIMAL  KINGDOM;  or,  Zoology  Illustrated.  With  an  Atlas  of  46  steel  plates,  con¬ 
taining  1,400  illustrations.  2  vols.,  cloth,  $6. 

THE  ANATOMY  OF  THE  HUMAN  BODY  ;  or,  Anthropology  Illustrated.  With  an 
Atlas  of  22  steel  plates,  containing  600  illustrations.  2  vols.,  cloth,  $3. 

THE  COUNTRIES  AND  CITIES  OE  THE  WORLD  ;  or,  Geography  Illustrated  ;  in¬ 
cluding  a  complete  German  and  English  Geographical  Glossary.  With  an  Atlas  of  44  steel 
plates,  containing  geographical  maps  and  plans  of  cities.  2  vols.,  cloth,  $5. 

THE  CUSTOMS  AND  COSTUMES  OF  PEOPLE  OF  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN 
TIMES  ;  or,  History  and  Ethnology  Illustrated.  With  an  Atlas  of  81  steel  plates,  containing 
1,400  illustrations.  2  vols.,  cloth,  $8. 

THE  WARFARE  OF  ALL  AGES ;  or,  Military  Sciences  Illustrated.  With  an  Atlas  of 
51  steel  plates,  containing  1,500  illustrations.  2  vols.,  cloth,  $5. 

THE  NAVIGATION  OF  ALL  AGES  ;  or.  Naval  Sciences'Hlustrated.  With  an  Atlas  of 
32  steel  plates,  containing  600  illustrations.  2  vols.,  cloth,  $4. 

THE  ART  OF  BUILDING  IN  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  TIMES  ;  or,  Archi¬ 
tecture  Illustrated.  With  an  Atlas  of  60  steel  plates,  containing  1,100  illustrations.  2  vols. 
cloth,  $6. 

THE  RELIGIONS  OF  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  TIMES  ;  or,  Mythology  Illustra¬ 
ted.  With  an  Atlas  of  80  steel  plates,  containing  800  illustrations.  2  vols.,  cloth,  $4. 

THE  FINE  ARTS  ILLUSTRATED  ;  being  a  Complete  History  of  Sculpture,  Painting, 
and  the  Graphic  Arts,  including  a  Theory  of  the  Art  of  Drawing.  With  an  Atlas  of  26  steel 
plates,  containing  500  illustrations.  2  vols.,  cloth,  $4. 

TECHNOLOGY  ILLUSTRATED  ;  being  a  Series  of  Treatises  on  the  Construction  of  Eoads, 
Bridges,  Canals,  Hydraulic  Engines,  Flouring  and  Spinning  Mills,  and  on  the  principal  proceed¬ 
ings  in  Cotton  Manufacture,  Coining,  Mining.  Metallurgy,  Agriculture,  &c.  With  an  Atlas  of 
35  steel  plates,  containing  1,100  engravings.  2  vols.,  cloth,  $4. 

These  Treatises  will  at  once  lead  to  a  correct  appreciation  of  the  completeness 
of  the  systematic  arrangement  and  of  the  elaboration  of  the  text,  in  whose  prepara¬ 
tion  Professor  Baird  has  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  assistance  of  American  Scholars 
of  high  standing,  snch  as  Professors  S.  S.  Haldeman,  'W'olcott  Gibbs,  J.  D.  Dana,  L. 
Agassiz,  Dr.  Asa  Geay,  Wm.  Turner,  Dr.  T.  G.  Wormley,  Charles  E.  Blumenthal, 
and  Messrs.  John  Cassin,  Charles  Girard,  Herman  E.  Ludewig,  George  Ripley, 
Samuel  Cooper,  Major  C.  H.  Earned,  TJ.  S.  A,,  and  others. 
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This  -work  covers  the  greater  proportion  of  the  empire  of  knowledge,  familiarity 
with  which  constitutes  an  educated  man.  It  is  written  in  a  clear,  comprehensive 
style,  and,  being  fastidiously  pure  throughout,  is  a  proper  source  of  reliable  infor¬ 
mation  for  all  ages  and  both  sexes,  whilst  its  pictures  afford  not  only  the  means  ol 
constant  entertainment,  but  also  that  of  early  and  comprehensive  instruction  to 
children  by  their  parents. 

System  of  Inferences  fo  %  fcottagraplfjk  (Btttgelopebia. 

In  order  to  afford  the  greatest  facility  for  consulting  the  work  in  either  way, 
both  Systematic  Tables  of  Contents  and  Alphabetical  Indexes  have  been  carefully 
prepared. 

The  Systematic  Tables  refer  to  the  running  paging  of  the  Volumes  to  which 
they  are  prefixed.  These  numbers  are  found  at  the  foot  of  the  pages. 

The  Alphabetical  Indexes  found  at  the  end  of  volumes,  refer  to  the  paging  of 
the  Treatises  to  which  they  belong,  or  to  the  top  paging  of  the  text. 

To  the  former  are  adjoined  complete  lists  of  the  figures  on  the  plates  with  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  pages  of  the  volumes  for  explanation  of  the  subject. 

The  manner  of  using  these  tables  and  indexes  is,  perhaps,  best  understood  by  a 
few  examples.  Suppose  we  open  Vol.  II.  of  the  Plates  at  random,  and  our  curiosity 
is  excited  by  the  picture  of  a  temple-like  structure  on  wheels,  moved  by  a  great 
number  of  horses  and  surrounded  by  warriors.  The  picture  is  designated  as  Fig. 
1,  and  over  the  top  of  the  plate  we  find  the  designation  PL  6.  The  preceding  sub¬ 
title  places  it  in  the  division :  Military  Sciences, — and  refers  to  Vol.  III.  of  the 
text.  Turning  to  the  list  of  Contents  of  the  Plates  to  Military  Sciences  in  that 
volume,  we  find  PI.  6,  Fig.  1,  “  Puneral  Procession  of  Alexander  the  Great,”  and  are 
referred  to  page  490  of  the  volume,  where  a  full  description  of  the  gorgeous  pro¬ 
cession  is  given. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  want  to  learn  whether  any  account  or  representation 
is  given  in  the  work  of  the  Cathedral  of  Cologne,  we  turn  to  either  “  Cathedral,”  or 
“Cologne,”  in  the  Alphabetical  Index  to  Architecture,  in  Vol.  IV.,  and  are  in  both 
cases  referred  to  pp.  162-164  of  the  Treatise  on  Architecture,  contained  in  this 
volume,  where  we  meet  with  an  historical  and  descriptive  account  of  the  building 
in  question,  and  are  referred  to  PI.  34,  Fig.  40  of  Architecture  for  a  view  of  the  build¬ 
ing  as  it  is  intended  to  be  when  completed. 

All  other  references  are  made  in  the  same  manner,  and  we  can  thus  satisfy  our 
curiosity  on  any  subject  within  the  province  of  the  work  without  the  least  difficulty. 

This  account  of  the  nature,  extent,  character,  execution,  and  use  of  the  Icono- 
graphic  Encyclopedia  will  suffice  to  convey  an  approximate  idea  of  its  value, 
and  we  invite  attention  to  the  subjoined  opinions  that  have  appeared  in  every 
part  of  the  country. 


OPINIONS  OP  THE  PRESS. 

From  the  New  Yor7c  Literary  World. 

These  volumes  are  the  records  of  facts,  and  not  the  vehicles  of  speculation  or  theory;  they  do 
not  extend  the  domain  of  knowledge,  but,  ranging  over  tracts  already  trodden,  they  select  and  sys¬ 
tematise  the  most  prominent  objects.  After  a  careful  review  of  this  Enoyolop^dia,  we  can  unhesi¬ 
tatingly  commend  it  as  a  safe  and  agreeable  guide  over  the  ground  it  professes  to  cover. 
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From  the  Methodist  Quarterly. 

We  assured  our  readers,  in  our  first  announcement  of  the  work,  of  Professor  Baied’s  ample 
qualifications  for  the  task  of  editing  it,  and  we  find  all  our  promises  more  than  confirmed  by  the 
result 

From  the  Providence  Journal. 

It  is  a  work  of  great  value,  and  the  engravings  are  altogether  the  most  elegant  that  we  have  ever 
seen  in  works  of  this  kind. 

From  the  Philadelphia  North  American. 

The  vast  range  of  subjects  is  most  elaborately  and  methodically  illustrated  in  the  numerous 
plates,  which  are  wonderfully  clear  and  instructive,  all  of  them  satisfactory,  and  many  of  them 
beautiful.  On  the  whole,  we  do  not  know  any  publication  which  we  can  more  safely  and  unre¬ 
servedly  commend  to  the  favor  of  our  readers. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

The  Iconographic  Encyclopaedia,  or,  in  more  popular  English,  The  Encyclopaedia  of  Pictures, 
embraces  in  its  thousands  of  engravings  every  thing  that  can  be  pictorially  represented,  giving  clear, 
vivid,  and  accurate  pictures  of  all  the  objects  appertaining  to  the  practical  knowledge  of  the  world, 
past  and  present.  We  call  attention  to  this  work  as  one  that  ranks  high  above  the  general  literature 
of  the  day,  and  which  is  likely  to  remain  unrivalled  for  many  years. 

From  the  New  York  Tribune. 

This  work  may  be  deemed  one  of  the  most  valuable  works  of  general  reference  that  has  ever  been 
brought  before  the  American  public. 

From  the  Southern  Quarterly  Review. 

This  admirable  compend  is  a  library  in  itself,  embracing  no  less  than  fourteen  distinct  subjects 
of  human  knowledge  and  study.  The  publisher  of  this  work  has  done  his  duty  faithfully,  even 
beyond  his  pledges.  He  has  given  more  than  1200  pages  beyond  what  was  promised.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful,  useful,  and  complete  productions  ever  issued  from  the  American  press. 

From  the  Southern  Literary  Messenger. 

In  every  possible  branch  of  human  investigation  which  is  capable  of  being  illustrated,  it  gives 
spirited  pictures  of  the  rationale,  and  the  most  exquisite  and  life-like  engravings. 

From  the  Richmond  Whig. 

No  fifty  volumes  in  the  English  language  contain  the  same  amount  of  useful  and  entertaining 
matter,  and  it  has  struck  us  with  wonder  that  such  a  work  could  be  published  at  the  price  at  which 
this  is  offered. 

Very  many  other  notices  could  be  given,  but  the  above  will  afford  a 
correct  and  general  idea  of  this  invaluable  work. 


FOEEIGN  BOOKS  from  all  parts  of  the  European  Continent  imported  to  order  oa  the 
most  favorable  terms. 

SPECIAL  OEDEBS  for  single  Books,  as  well  as  for  large  Invoices,  are  sent  by  the 
steamers,  and  returns  obtained  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

ESF”  COLLEGES,  UNIVEBSITIES,  and  other  mCOEPOEATED  INSTITUTIONS,  art 
supplied  with  books  FEEE  OF  DUTY. 

SPIN  CATALOGUES  of  our  own  Publications  furnished  free  of  charge  on  application. 

D.  APPLETON  &  CO.,  Publishers, 

Nos.  346  and.  34S  Broadway, 

New  York,  March,  1857. 


SPIN  Persons  writing  to  us  for  American  or  Foreign  Books,  are  respectfully  reguested  to  give 
their  own  Signatures  as  well  as  the  name  of  the  Town,  Cov/nty ,  and.  State  in  which  they  reside 

D.  APPLETON  &  COMPANY  Publish 
Benton’s  Abridgment  of  the  Debates  of  Congress,  Price  $3,  cloth;  $3  50  Law  Sheep. 

“  Thirty  Years’  View.  Now  Complete  in  2  Vols.  cloth,  $5 ;  Law  Sheep,  U. 
Morse’s  General  Atlas  of  the  World.  Colored  Maps  and  bound,  $6. 

Burton’s  Cyclopaedia  of  Wit  and  Humor.  Issued  first  in  Parts  at  25  cents  each. 

Also  In  Peess,  The  New  American  Encyclopaedia. 


